
Massey Tractor
Seats
• James Cameron Smith ~ 2020 

Foodland | 131 King Ave. E.
Recycled Massey Tractor Seats
1.93m H x .65m W

This art piece stands by a bus stop in
front of the 1847 Massey Manufactur-
ing Ltd. building.

Sculptor James Cameron Smith
lives near Madoc, Ontario and is mar-
ried with two adult children. He was
educated in Toronto receiving his
B.A. from York University and his As-
sociate diploma from the Ontario
College of Art.

He is the coauthor of two books:
Accentuate the Positive, Creative
Arts for Children with Disabilities Ad-
dison Wesley Publishing, Toronto,
1988 and Createability, Creative Arts
for Preschool Children with Disabili-
ties, Communication Skill Builders
Phœnix Arizona 1992.

James has specialized in public
sculpture since 1984. In association
with artists at Campbell Monument
Company in Belleville, Ontario, their
large scale outdoor sculpture com-
missions have been recognized with
numerous awards and in 2006 he
was inducted as a Fellow of The
American Institute of Commemora-
tive Art.

Recent public art commissions in
municipalities across Canada con-
tinue to flow out of James’ Madoc
studios. His works installed in many
public spaces have received substan-
tial recognition throughout North
America.
For more info on this artist go to:
jamescsmith.ca

Only Heroes and
Children
• Darlene Bolahood ~ 2020

Courtice Community Complex
2950 Courtice Rd., Courtice
Steel, Polycarbonate Sheets

The Courtice project has been in-
stalled in numerous locations, prima-
rily along Hwy 2 from Varcœ Road
and then East, with a number of pan-
els at the Courtice Community Cen-
tre grounds. They are mainly
installed on light standards.

Darlene Bolahood engages in
many forms of visual communication
through the arts. She completed her
B.Sc. at the University of Toronto, fo-
cusing on organic chemistry and phi-
losophy, and then continued her
studies in painting, drawing, sculp-
ture and textile arts at the Banff
School of Fine Arts, Sheridan College,
and Fleming College. After complet-
ing her studio MFA at the University
of Waterloo, she continues to focus
on her own studio work in mixed
media painting and sculpture. Pro-
fessionally, Dar has engaged in in-
dustry as a designer⁄illustrator in
fashion, costume and textiles, as well
as architectural design for residential
and commercial renovations. Partner
in WHEW Inc., she is a designer and
producer of luxurious kid mohair tex-
tiles. Dar became involved in the art
of computer animation, developing
programs and presentations for private
institutions, the industry and Ontario
colleges, and launching Durham Col-
lege’s three year advanced diploma
in Computer Animation. 

More on next page.

Three Geese and a
Hummingbird
• Woody Farrow ~ 2012

Darlington Nuclear Information Centre
1855 Energy Dr., Bowmanville
Mild Steel | 4.3m H | 2x Lifesize

Woody Farrow is a retired Fleming
College welding techniques instruc-
tor, First Class Firefighter with Peter-
borough for 28 years and artist. After
creating a steel gate for Bob Gainey
of the Montreal Canadiens his career
as an artist soared.

There is a hummingbird hitching a
ride on one the three geese at OPG
and when asked about it he recalled
a story told by a friend with very ac-
tive hummingbird feeders. One fall
while visiting his friend a flock of
geese flew over and the humming-
birds left. The reasoning, probably
said with a twinkle in his eye, was
hummingbirds hitched rides on
geese to fly south for the winter. 

Woody studied welding, drafting
and metallurgy at George Brown
College. He has worked on huge tur-
bines for Ontario Hydro and com-
pleting steelwork on the Buckhorn
bridge. The accomplished Lakefield
resident is also a home builder, con-
tractor, inventor, business owner,
musician and volunteer. He pioneered
a rescue stretcher built locally and
sold worldwide .

When he isn’t busy creating sculp-
tures he can often be found sharing
one of his other talents – singing
country and country-gospel music
while playing his Dobro guitar.
https://www.mykawartha.com/news-
story/5940702-new-sculpture-takes-
flight-at-fleming-college/ (page 5)

Inukshuk
• Henry Kortekaas OALA, CSLA

Darlington Nuclear Generating Station
1 Holt Road, Bowmanville
South of the roundabout at Energy Dr.
and Holt Rd., just inside the gate
Kingston Limestone and Steel
3.5m H 2.54m W

The firm was commissioned to de-
sign an entry feature at the Holt Road
main security entrance. The Inukshuk
is symbolic of Canadian cultural her-
itage and human endeavour. It is
constructed of hand picked quarry
stone and steel internal supports. see
page 2 https://hkla.ca/wp-content/up-
loads/2014/11/Sculpture-booklet.pdf

They have two other artworks in
Durham. Henry Kortekaas & Associ-
ates Inc. is an award-winning consult-
ing practice founded in 1983 and
recently sold to Tyler Main. The firm’s
goal is providing service excellence in
integrating Landscape Architecture,
Urban Planning, Environmental Plan-
ning, Recreational Planning and De-
sign. We wish Henry well in London.
To learn more about this Pickering com-
pany go to: hkla.ca
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Sculptors featured
in this issue:

Ron Baird
Darlene Bolahood
Woody Farrow
Gerald Gladstone
Emanuel Hahn
Henry Kortekaas
Geordie Lishman
William “Bill” Lishman
James Cameron Smith
Richard Van Heuvelen

continued on page 3
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 The PineRidge Arts Council 
is a non-profit volunteer organization 

dedicated to enhancing the quality of life 
within the community by developing 
widespread appreciation, support 

and involvement in the arts.

Indigenous Land Acknowledgement
We are currently located on land, which has long

served as a site of meeting and exchange among the
Mississauga Peoples, and is the traditional and
treaty territory of the Mississaugas of Scugog

Island First Nation. We honour, recognize, and
respect this nation and Indigenous Peoples as the

traditional stewards of the lands and waters 
on which we meet today.

ArtScene welcomes articles (500 words max) on or
about all arts disciplines from artists in our communi-
ty. Members are given space priority. Material may be
reprinted only with permission. ArtScene reserves the

right to edit, crop and editorialize all submissions.
ArtScene will be printed online and may be mailed/dis-

tributed to various locations when allowed. 
The information contained within is believed to be

reliable, but accuracy cannot be guaranteed. We do not
assume responsibility for any errors and/or omissions,

related to submitted content.

Mailing Address:
PineRidge Arts Council Inc.

650 Kingston Road
PO Box 18258, Steeple Hill Postal Outlet

Pickering, ON L1V 1A0

Submissions d eadline for the 
May/June, 2022 issue ~Mar. 20th

Cathy Schnippering
editor@pineridgearts.org

ELECTED EXECUTIVE 
Cathy Schnippering, President/ArtScene Ed.
cathyschnippering@gmail.com 905-509-3855
Gwen Williams, Vice Pres.    905-831-6057
togwen@rogers.com
David Green, Treas.               905-839-2934
dr.green@sympatico.ca
Carol Sabean, Secretary 905-831-3811
cafox1109@gmail.com

COMMITTEES
Gwen Williams, Vis.Arts Coord.  905-831-6057
togwen@rogers.com  
Mary Cook, Publicity/Webmistress
mary.cook@sympatico.ca 905-839-1734
David Reid, Web Consultant
dareid25@gmail.com 905-999-9348
Susan Brown & Brian Smallman, 
Juried Show Chairs           705-653-1775
siennasue01@gma
Rola Jaber, Youth Events Coord. 416-825-2425
rolajaber@hotmail.com
Sarah Wintle, Vol. Coord. 289-404-3606
sarahwintle28@gmail.com
Victoria Froats, Arts Promotion 905-426-7540
vfroats@rogers.com
Bonnie Arnason,Arts Promotion  905-492-0553
barnason1525@gmail.com
Lynda Meredith, Volunteer   905-839-2400
dmeredith@sympatico.ca

The PineRidge Arts Council WILL MEET
AGAIN WHEN ALLOWED at 7:15 pm on
the first Wed. of each month at Chestnut
Hill Developments Recreation Complex
1867 ValleyFarm Rd.S, Pickering.
Everyone welcome. Please call to confirm if
inclement weather – 905-509-3855
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Inside This Issue of ArtScene
Editor: Cathy Schnippering            Photos & Graphics: Mary Cook  

Thanks to Mary Cook for allowing us use her design of the photo
she took of the Ajax Signs of Life Peacemaking & Mural Project
for the background of this issue's Masthead and for creating all

our coloured mastheads, headers and graphics. We are also
grateful for her many contributions to ArtScene – but especially
pages 1, 3, 4 and 5 in this issue. These pages were beautifully

researched, designed and created by Mary as part of her
“Sculptures of Durham” articles since January 2021. Sadly, this

issue will be the last of these, but we can’t wait to see what her
next project will be. Stay tuned!

Read pineridgearts.org/ArtScene on-line 
(there will be no deliveries of this edition) and subscribe to 

Mary’s eNewsletter updates – go to our home page and sign up.  



Sculptures of Ajax, Beaverton, Clarington and Newcastle
Featuring the works of:

Ron Baird
Darlene Bolahood
Gerald Gladstone

James Cameron Smith

Photography by Mary Cook

Fact Fiction
Knowledge
• James Cameron Smith ~ 2020

Clarington Public Library
Newcastle Branch
150 King Ave. E., Newcastle
1.12m H x .56m W

Citizens
• James Cameron Smith ~ 2020

West Newcastle Community Hall 
20 King Ave. W., 
Newcastle
Serpentine and Stainless Steel 
2.4m H x .6m W

Rooster
• Ron Baird RCA, OCAD ~ 2021

Amazon Fulfilment Centre
Corner of Rossland and Salem, Ajax
Stainless Steel
13 m H Kinetic 

This is the latest piece of public art work in the Town of Ajax and one of nine
outdoor public pieces in Durham Region by the Beaverton artist. 
To learn more about Ron and his amazing works check ronbairdartist.com

New work in Ajax

Only Heros and Children Series
• Darlene Bolahood ~ 2020 | Steel, Polycarbonate Sheet

Continued from previous page 
Dar currently enjoys her position her at Fleming College as full-time faculty
teaching in the Visual and Creative Arts Diploma, Integrated Design Diploma,
as well as other studio arts certificate programs at the Haliburton Campus.

You may remember her art form The Compass at Durham College, Oshawa.

Flight
• Gerald Gladstone RCA ~ 2004

Beaverton Library
401 Simcoe St., Beaverton
Stainless Steel, 6.71m H x 3.04m 

Born into a working-class family in
Toronto in 1929, Gladstone began
painting at age 15. One of a group of
eminent artists that emerged here in

the 1950s (others included Harold
Town and Michæl Snow), he had a
successful one-man show in New
York in 1963 and returned home a
recognized fine artist. 

His public works since then have
included the Three Graces sculpture
and fountain at Bay and Wellesley,
Toronto; the McGillivray fountain at
the CNE, Toronto; a sculpture and
fountain for Place Ville Marie, Mon-
treal; three commissions at EXPO ’67
and many other works across Canada
and internationally.

In his earlier days, Gladstone
worked at Grip Ltd., the same en-
graving house where several painters
of the Group of Seven apprenticed. 

In 1990, Gladstone set up a studio
in Beaverton. The Art Gallery of On-
tario held a retrospective of his work
in 2003 and he was made a member
of Royal Canadian Academy of Arts.
The RMG, Oshawa has 14 of his works
in its permanent collection.

Thanks to Wikipedia and nephew
Bill Gladstone for information. 
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Palmer Park 
Entrance
• Daniel O’Brien ~ 2010

Palmer Park Entrance
Water Street, Port Perry
Limestone and Iron

This entrance was part of the Water-
front redevelopment of Palmer Park
in 2009. The arch represents the old
railway lines that ran through Port
Perry. The limestone base comes
from Wiarton, Ontario. 

Daniel operated in Port Perry and
now is living in Oshawa. He special-
izes in waterfront commercial and
residential projects. 

Daniel J. O’Brien & Associates was
the recipient of two design awards
through the Canadian Society of
Landscape Architects Professional
Awards program, winning both ‘Na-
tional Honors’ and ‘Regional Honors’
for the Otonabee River Trail project.

‘National Honors’ is the highest
recognition a project can receive,
and is awarded to firms whose de-
sign work shows superior profes-
sional accomplishment.
To learn more check out
obrienassociates.ca

Waterfront Nature
Trail Bridge
• Richard Van Heuvelen and 

William “Bill” Lishman MSM ~ 2004
Baggwating Park
Curt Street, Port Perry
Galvanized Steel Railing and 
Concrete deck with pebble finish

Richard and Bill collaborated on the
artistic waterfront footbridge com-
missioned through a 2003 Scugog
Lake Stewarts project. The inspiration
for the unique railing and posts de-
sign comes from nature. Bill sketched
the concept and Richard carried it
through and created the much loved
bridge. 

Richard, a metal sculptor started,
working with Bill Lishman in 1978.
After ghost sculpting for various
artists (Ron Baird included), he
started his own company – The
Wooden Anvil in Cæsarea, Ontario.

Another Port
Perry project of
Richard’s is the
steeple on top
of the cupola of
the current
Township Office
at 181 Perry St.

Through his
association with Bill Lishman, he be-
came an ultralight pilot and since
2002, has had the unforgettable ex-
perience of flying alongside whoop-
ing cranes.

Representation of
the Historic Port
Perry Town Hall
• Geordie Lishman

Town Hall 1873
302 Queen St., and Simcoe, Port Perry
Steel with a rust patina and clear
coated
Just over 3m H x 1.37m W

Geordie Lishman currently resides in
Ajax on the farm first settled by his
great-great-grandparents in the
early 1800s.

The former Durham College arts
teacher has 12 other outdoor public
sculptures in Durham Region.
To learn more about this Ajax sculptor:
geordielishman.com

Bust of Daniel David
Palmer
• Emanuel Otto Hahn RCA~ 1940

Palmer Park
Water Street,Port Perry
Bronze

What do Scottish poet
Robert Burns, world
rowing champion Ned
Hanlan, Chief
Thundercloud, David
Palmer, North America’s
first chiropractor, the
Canadian ten cent coin,
rebels Peter Matthews
and Samuel Lount and
Sir Adam Beck founder of
the Hydro-Electric Power
Commission of Ontario
have in common? They
are all commemorated by
German-Canadian
sculptor Emanuel Hahn. 

Hahn designed the bronze reliefs on
the Robert Burns monument in Allen
Gardens, Toronto in 1902. He mod-
eled his first bronze bust, “The Indian
Scout” on Chief Thundercloud, a
western Canadian First Nations man.
The Chief had a career as an artists’
model in the U.S., but posed for
Canadian artists in Toronto in 1913—
at the Arts and Letters Club where
Hahn was a charter member. 

In 1912 Hahn had secured a posi-
tion at the Ontario College of Art.
Through his position there and his
longstanding membership in the Arts
and Letters Club, Hahn befriended
most of the artists who would form
the Group of Seven. It is no surprise
that he canœd in Ontario’s northern
rivers and lakes. 

Continued on page5 

Sculptures of Port Perry
Featuring the works of:

Emanuel Hahn
Geordie Lishman

William “Bill” Lishman
Daniel O’Brien

Richard Van Heuvelen
Photography by Mary Cook

In 2018 Paula Lishman accepted a
Lifetime Achievement Award on Bill’s
behalf from the City of Pickering. In
the background you can see a life-
size self-portrait of Bill. Richard
helped him with the copper overcoat.

“He did a great job on portraying him-
self” says Richard.
To learn more about Bill Lishman just
google for many, many links
for Richard Van Heuvelen check out his
website: thewoodenanvil.com
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Hahn executed his Ned Hanlan sculpture for the Canadian National Exhibi-
tion in 1926. (It now sits at Hanlan’s Point on Toronto Island). In 1928 he co-
founded the Sculptors’ Society of Canada with his wife Elizabeth Wyn Wood
and sculptors Florence Wyle and Frances Loring. (All three women were repre-
sented in the exhibition Uninvited at the McMichæl Canadian Art Gallery Sep-
tember 10, 2021 to January 16, 2022.) Hahn’s imposing statue of Sir Adam Beck
on Toronto’s University Avenue was unveiled in 1934. In 1937 the Canadian
Mint launched Hahn’s 25 cent “Caribou” coin and this “Bluenose” dime, both
of which are still in use. 

Hahn sculpted the images of 1837 Reformers and rebels Samuel Lount and
Peter Matthews,1 well-known to those who have participated in Pickering Mu-
seum Village’s A Spirit Walk. Their images were unveiled by the grandson of
rebel William Lyon Mackenzie King on June 18, 1938 (the centenary of Lount
and Matthews’ execution) as part of the Clifton Gate Memorial Arch, a small
scale Arc de Triomphe in Niagara Falls. The Lount and Matthews parts of the
Depression era ‘make-work’ project now reside in the side yard of Mackenzie
House on Bond Street in Toronto. 

Hahn’s bust of the founder of chiropractic was commissioned by the Chiro-
practor Association of America and unveiled in Port Perry with great fanfare on
August 1, 1946.2 Dr. Daniel David Palmer earned the honour of commemoration
by being the first person to administer a chiropractic adjustment in 1895 and
establishing a first school of chiropractic medicine in 1897. Palmer claimed to
have learned the skill of spinal adjustment from the spirit of Dr. Jim Atkinson. In
Palmer’s memoir, The Chiropractor (Press of Beacon Light Printing Co, 19143),
he stated, “The knowledge and philosophy given me by Dr. Jim Atkinson, an
intelligent spiritual being … appealed to my reason”.4 Atkinson, who had died
50 years before, passed his knowledge on to Dr. Palmer during a seance. 

Ironically, Emanuel Hahn’s bust of Palmer located at 175 Water Street in Port
Perry, dœs not in fact stand at Dr. Palmer’s birth home, as most people think.
The Palmer family did live in Port Perry for eight or nine years before they left
for Davenport, Iowa in 1865. Palmer was actually born in Pickering Township in
1845, “in the area known as Brown’s Corners (later to be called the Hamlet of
Audley).”5 September 18, 2020, the Town of Ajax Heritage Advisory Committee
unveiled a plaque to acknowledge the documented birthplace of D.D. Palmer. 

The origin story that a ghost passed the knowledge of spinal adjustment to
Dr. Palmer is unusual enough, without adding a purported patricide to it. But,
Palmer’s son. B.J. Palmer either accidentally or purposefully backed over his fa-
ther with a car. The official death certificate two months later listed typhoid as
the cause of death and the grand jury exonerated the son but rumours that B.J.

Palmer caused his father’s death, haunted him the rest of his life.
In 1930 Emanuel Hahn was one of the winners of the Wellington Prize for his

Head of Anthropologist and explorer Vilhjalmur Stefansson. Other winners in
the Fine Arts section that year were: Fred H. Varley and George D. Pepper.

The National Gallery of Canada has 14 pieces by Hahn, so far only two have
photographs, but they are continuing to add images and content to the popu-
lar digital resource.

Canadian coins carrying
Hahn’s artwork. The
Dollar coin was replaced
by the Loonie in 1987.

For more information on this sculptor please check out:
https://corporate.pickering.ca/PLHCWebLink/0/edoc/171250/868.pdf Pages 4 & 5 
https://scugogheritage.com/misc/ddpalmer.htm
https://scugogheritage.com/historybooks/rewind.fourties.pdf Page 67
https://blog.colonialacres.com/iconic-sculptor-emanual-hahn/
https://www.gallery.ca/
https://archive.macleans.ca/article/1945/11/1/hahn-and-wife-sculptors
https://www.thecanadianencyclopedia.ca/en/article/emanuel-otto-hahn
Thanks to Angie Littlefield for this indepth write-up on Emanuel Hahn.
Thanks to John Sabean and Paul Arculus for their invaluable research assistance.

1 C.W. Jefferys designed the Lount and Matthews medallions and Emanuel Hahn executed them. 
2 “Chiropractor Association of America honours Port Perry’s Daniel David Palmer”, Port Perry Star,

Aug 1, 1946.
3 Available to read online: https://blogs.palmer.edu/library/2019/06/06/digitize-this-the-chiro-

practor-1914/
4 David Lazarus. “Chiropractic treatment, a $15-billion industry, has its roots in a ghost story”, Los

Angeles Times, June 30, 2017.
5 “Daniel David Palmer Founder of Chiropractic”, Town of Ajax Heritage Committee Report, 

September 4, 2019, p 7

Emanuel Otto Hahn RCA c1928
(30 May 1881 – 14 February 1957)

Library and Archives Canada PA-103159
MIKAN ID 3191949

The Canadian Connection
for a Pennsylvania-based
Online Magazine

Silver Sage Magazine celebrates the maturity,
complexity and uniqueness of adults; deliver-
ing informative, timely and compelling con-
tent with a decidedly mature, sophisticated

and insider’s voice. Clever and intelligent, Sil-
ver Sage connects adults in a unique celebra-
tion of living life well. It is the quintessential
guide for care-giving, fashion, travel, finance,
health and culture – for adults.

Silver Sage Magazine (SSM) has a fine “stable” of
Canadian authors. Port Perry’s Lucy E.M. Black, the
author of recently published Stella’s Carpet, and au-
thor of the upcoming Brickworks in 2023, has 20
posts in SSM, the most recent is “Imposter Syn-
drome”. Lucy writes for PineRidge’s Artscene. 

Sunderland’s freelance author, Lynn Rhodes
Campbell, features on the front page of the current
SSM with “Words”. Lynn has worked as writer⁄pho-
tographer⁄news editor of the Uxbridge Times-Jour-
nal and has written high-profile columns for the
Toronto Sunday Sun.

Port Perry’s A. Laura Francis has a covid-appropri-
ate piece in SSM titled “Rescue”. Her work has ap-

peared in The Globe and Mail, The New York Times,
and Chatelaine magazine. 

Angie Littlefield has written three books about
Canadian artist Tom Thomson. Tom Thomson’s Fine
Kettle of Friends was shortlisted for the Whistler In-
dependent Book Award 2021. Her most recent of 14
SSM articles is, “A Little Birdie Told Me”. Angie writes
for PineRidge’s Artscene.

Canadian-American author (and lawyer) Timothy
Niedermann edits SSM. He is a native of the state of
Connecticut who moved to Montreal in 1999. He re-
views books for the Montreal Review of Books and
the Ottawa Review of Books. He has reviewed Tom
Thomson’s Fine Kettle of Friends and Stella’s Carpet. 

Dr. Tracy Hill is the Director of Center Street Cen-
ter located in the heart of historic Bethlehem Penn-
sylvania. Dr. Hill is also the publisher and founder of
Silver Sage Magazine. The latest of her 20 articles in
SSM is, “Christmas Around the World”.

This winds up our eight part series on Sculptures of Durham. We hope you have enjoyed all the 90+ art forms we have shared with you and made a point to see as many as you can in person.
PineRidge Arts Council is proud to be part of Sculpture Internation Day on April 30, 2022 #isday and be able to showcase our outstanding artists. 

Sculptors featured: Darlene Bolahood; Ruth Abernethy; Ron Baird; Mary Ann Barkhouse; Douglas Bentham; Darlene Bolahood; Andreas Drenters; Les Drysdale; Edward Falkenberg; Woody
Farrow; Fly Freeman; Gerald Gladstone; Emanuel Hahn; Dorsey James; Henry Kortekaas; Geordie Lishman; William “Bill” Lishman; Dawn MacNutt; John Oliver; Clement Meadmore; Francis
Muscat; Daniel O’Brien; K.S. Oliver; Charles Pachter; James Pronk; Mark Puigmarti; Reinhard Reitzenstein; Douglas Robinson; Jules Roman; Timothy P. Schmalz; Jean Pierre Schoss;
Béla Simó; James Cameron Smith; Brenda Tucker; Gerd Untermann, Richard Van Heuvelen and Wynn Walters. Community listings go to: pineridgearts.org⁄DurhamSculptures.html

continued from page
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PineRidge Arts Pic of the Month 
Post/share your best photos on PRAC’s group FACEBOOK page according to the current month’s theme.

Please do not enter your artwork before the theme opens - we may miss it!

Pic of the Month for March ~ Waterfalls and Pic of the Month for April ~ Birds
https://www.facebook.com/groups/pineridgearts

• Include #contest PRAC to enter our online contest 
• Maximum two images per artist per theme  

• Artist must be over 18 years of age and a resident of Ontario  

At the end of the month PRAC a winner will be randomly drawn and awarded $50
Winners will be notified by facebook post, be included in ArtScene and have 5 days to claim their prize. 

After that date, we will choose another winner. Decision of PRAC final.

Pic of the Month for March Pic of the Month for April

Paula says:
“Alight At Night is an annual  event
which takes place at Upper Canada
Village on the St. Lawrence River
near Morrisburg, Ontario around
Christmas.  It is such a magical
spot!  On this particular evening the
moon was full, the ground was cov-
ered with a fresh snow and the mul-
titude of colourful lights twinkled
brightly against the white back-
drop.  It was like being placed into a
Winter Wonderland Dream.”

Doug says:

“This Image was made early this

Christmas season and was taken at

Esplanade Park which is directly

adjacent to Pickering City Hall. The

rain had just stopped and I was

able to take advantage of some pud-

dles by using them as mirrors to

reflect the beautiful display that the

city had installed in the park. 

Mina says:
“I enjoyed taking this photo and
was striving to capture some of the
peaceful shadows and quiet calm-
ness that happened  with just the
occasional snippet of birdsong in
my  ear and the wonderful fresh
snowfall in our backyard. “

Stephen says:

“I took this photo on hwy 57 in the

Blackstock area.” 

Our two December/21  “Lights” Winners

Paula Brown                         and             Douglas Burrell 
Our January/22 “Shadows” Winners

Jayshree Mina Daya       and            Stephen Godin
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Is it Spring yet????
At the time of writing this article, we were
still dealing with the approximate 50 cm
of snow that engulfed us a week ago
(Snowmageddon 2022 as I affectionately
called it), with more snow on the way, as
well as thermometer mercury plummeting
all around us due to frigidly cold tempera-
tures. I’ve never claimed to be a winter
person – give me summer and fall any day.
But there’s also something wonderful
about spring. The promise of rebirth
through nature – taking in the warmer
temperatures, sunshine, and rain that help
the flowers, trees and grass to grow again.
As we trepidatiously move into a rebirth
of our own in terms of reopening more
and more facilities and getting back to
some sense of regular operations, I’m look-
ing forward to the possibility of more in-
person events and shows.

Here’s what we have coming up at the  
St. Francis Centre in March and April:
We are thrilled to start the month off with
The Young Novelists: In City & Country on
Saturday, March 5 at 7 p.m.  

Award-winning husband and wife duo,
The Young Novelists, create contemporary
folk songs that marry their effortless har-
monies with darkly poetic lyrics and
exquisitely crafted melodies. With “In City
& Country”, the couple travelled to 10
small towns in Ontario, conducting inter-
views and researching history in order to
write songs inspired by the stories of these
places -- songs about love triangles, strange
epitaphs, small-town heists, and aban-
doned amusement parks. The result brings
to life the often overlooked history of
these communities. Incorporating some of
their new material recently created, makes
this a concert not to be missed. Having
toured across Canada, the US, and in
Europe, their music has landed them a
Canadian Folk Music Award for New/
Emerging Artist, a nomination for Vocal
Group of the Year, and multiple song 

writing awards.  I’ve truly fallen in love
with this group’s music – you do NOT
want to pass this concert up. 
Check out some of their videos at:
www.stfranciscentre.ca

Later in March, get ready for some side-
splitting laughter with Middle Raged on
Saturday, March 26 at 7 p.m. 

Let’s face it, sometimes getting older is not
fun. So if you find yourself feeling Middle
Raged, join us for this hysterical sketch
comedy show that explores the ridiculous
nature of life from 30 to 65 and beyond,
when the bloom is off the rose, but the
thorns are sharper than ever. The show
hilariously highlights the challenges that
life inevitably throws our way as we age.
It’s all about couples dealing with child
rearing in confusing modern times, empty
nests, aging parents, financial stresses,
struggling to write our wills, and yes, even
trying to spice up the bedroom with
“Outlander” role play.  At the center of
this side splitting comedy are stage and TV
veterans Geri Hall, best known for her 5
seasons on “This Hour Has 22 Minutes”,
and Gary Pearson, best known for his
comedic writing on shows such as
“MadTV”, “Corner Gas” and “Sunnyside”.
This show does have some mature content
and is not suitable for those under 18.

And finally, in April, we welcome vocal
powerhouse, Avery Raquel in Concert on
Saturday, April 30 at 7 p.m.  
Canadian recording and Billboard Charting
artist, Avery Raquel, began entertaining at a

young age. She ventured into songwriting
for her second solo album, “Without A
Little Rain” in 2017, and in 2018, released
her 3rd solo project, “My Heart Away,”
which debuted on the Canadian iTunes
Top 200 RnB/Soul album chart at #11,
and has achieved critical acclaim and air-
play across the country, the US and
Europe. Now at just 20 years of age,
Avery’s music, performed with her band,
has transitioned to a multi-genre experi-
ence, covering Contemporary Soul, RnB,
Jazz and Pop. Wherever she may perform,
she continues to wow audiences with her
fresh style and powerful vocal perfor-
mances.

More information, photos, videos and
online tickets for all St. Francis Centre
shows are available online at www.stfran-
ciscentre.com or www.ajax.ca/townevents,
as well as at the Town’s three community
centres.  

And don’t forget to check out the other
incredible shows coming in May and June!

This year, National Volunteer Week is April
24 to 30.  National Volunteer Week gives us
an opportunity to celebrate the contribu-
tions of our volunteers: their actions, their
understanding, and their genuine concern
for the world around them and their desire
to give back. The empathy, compassion,
and generosity of volunteers creates con-
nected communities and builds a stronger
Canada. As we start to reopen and have
more in-person events, keep an eye out for
information on the Town’s Volunteer Fair
& Forum, as well social media posts
throughout the week recognizing our
amazing volunteers.

Spring is about to be sprung, 
and there’s so much out there to do 

– so go on!  Get to it!!  
Experience Ajax!
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PineRidge Arts Paint the Town 
Post/share your best drawings or paintings on PRAC’s group FACEBOOK page according to the current month’s theme.

This exhibition is for original 2D artwork only (no photography or sculptures)

Please do not enter your artwork before the theme opens - we may miss it!

Pic of the Month for March ~ My Self Portrait and Pic of the Month for April ~ Colour Me Green
https://www.facebook.com/groups/pineridgearts

• Include #contest PRAC to enter our online art exhibition 
• Maximum two images per artist per theme  

• Artist must be over 18 years of age and a resident of Ontario
• Details: pineridgearts.org/paint.html  

At the end of the month PRAC a winner will be chosen and awarded $50
Winners will be notified by facebook post, be included in ArtScene and have 5 days to claim their prize. 

After that date, we will choose another winner.

Congratulations to our first Paint the Town winner Lynne Vegter
for Our January theme:   “Shadows” 

• May ~ Cherry Pink and Apple Blossom White (flowers)       
• June ~ Colour Me Blue or I'd Rather be Sailing (water and boating)
• July ~ Exploding Colour Wheel (abstract and alcohol inks)  
• August ~ Waterfalls (scenery)

• October ~ Colour of Autumn (scenery/nature)  
• November ~ Monochrome or Analogous colour palettes
• December ~ Let it Snow (snow friends, mitts etc.)

Lynn Says: This is a 16x20 oil on canvas and is present-
ly hanging in the Art Gallery of Bancroft.
I did this painting last winter after photographing a
heavy snowfall on the trail we made through the woods
to the bay at the top end of Weslemkoon lake where we
have been very lucky to live since 2016.
It still is one of my favourite spots as in any season it
has coloured stream grasses, wild iris, lillies and herons.
Spring water is high and fishers abound, beavers can be
spotted and even a pair of trumpeter swans visiting. 
In the woods on our trail I’m constantly struck by win-
ter colours and how defined shadows become soft
shapes creating almost an alien landscape. I still didn’t
capture the elation of the day. I do take hundreds of
photographs to draw inspiration for paintings like this
and will be doing a winter series..

We are currently looking for members to share their artwork for these upcoming monthly themes.



Dorsey James, Pickering sculptor of
myths and legend is his own kind of
local legend.

As a small child, Pickering sculptor,
Dorsey James recalls sitting on the front
steps of the family living quarters in
urban Philadelphia staring intently at
blades of grass gamely sprouting from
between the concrete sidewalk seams –
with tiny ants crawling along and around
the scene; and being completely capti-
vated by it all. An older brother, finding
him there, yelled, “He’s being weird
again, mom!” But mom just let it go and,
in fact, truth be told, was an enhancer of
his dreamy focus by transfixing him and
his siblings with dramatically articulated
and acted out Biblical stories on a regular
basis – all of this contributing to his nat-
ural predisposition to creative fantasy.
And his reading of books of myths and
legends while in later schooling fur-
thered that inclination.

Following high school graduation in the
later 1960s – and knowing he wanted
nothing more than to get out of the
crime-ridden neighbourhood where he
grew up – Dorsey enlisted in the US Air
Force, was put through basic training,
then given intensive training as a fight-
er/bomber mechanic. And after working
at several different homeland bases, he
was sent off to England and Europe
where he spent the rest of his 4-year stint
taking care of fighter aircraft. He recalls
creating and painting a symbol using Mr.
Magoo (the cartoon character with poor
eyesight) with the words ‘Voodoo
Magoo’ on the fuselage of his main care
jet whose pilot always seemed to miss
locating his target. And his first carvings
were small wooden jewellery wearables
that he created to relieve the boredom of
waiting while the aircraft were out on
patrol 

After an honourable discharge in 1968 –
and having returned to his native Philly –
James realized he needed to find some

where else to continue his life and, fond-
ly recalling a visit with friends to Trois
Rivieres, Quebec while in the early stages
of his military career, he abruptly decid-
ed to immigrate to Canada. He ended up
in Scarborough and quickly found
employment in his line of training – first
at aircraft manufacturer, De Havilland
then at rival Douglas Aircraft. Eventually
this work became unfulfilling, so Dorsey
enrolled at York University – first in the
basic arts program, but then, moving to
fine art in his second year. And all of his
natural artistic inclinations surfaced big
time as he threw himself into a wide vari-
ety of artistic expressions, especially
sculpture. 

Upon graduation from his university
studies in 1976, James felt he should give
himself a chance of making a living in the
field of art – by teaching it. And after
training at York’s faculty of education he
landed a position as an art teacher with
the York Board of Education; and spent
an entire career at Markham District High
School teaching art and photography.
And with several marriages behind him
(and having fathered children: 2 boys 

and a girl—plus adopting another girl),
James retired from teaching and moved, 
in the early 2000s, from Scarborough to
Pickering.

Now, very early on – even as a student –
Dorsey began having success with the
carvings that he was creating by being
included in professional shows and hav-
ing numerous sales and commissions.
And this continued throughout his teach-
ing years in which he accumulated a
plethora of awards and sales and hon-
ours. And he has demonstrated carving
and been asked to jury events on a regu-
lar basis. He works exclusively in wood –
some of it found, often quite gnarled.
And he is very well-known for his pole
sculptures with images of myths and leg-
ends carved into recycled cedar hydro
poles – many of them at various locales in
Durham Region. His motivations in his
own words: “My work over the years has
continued to draw on mythology, reli-
gious lore and legend from around the
world. Every piece focuses on a story –
each of the wood sculptures expressing,
through carved form, a myth or legend
with universal themes, a lesson and/or a
unique way of seeing or understanding.”
Connect with this Durham Region icon
at dusti@rogers.com

Allan O’Marra is a graduate of OCAD
University where he studied photography,
painting and communications and design. He
is an award-winning artist, art teacher, fine
arts columnist and art exhibition jurist.

9
March & April, 2022 | pineridgearts.org | facebook.com/groups/pineridgearts | instagram.com/pineridgearts

Sculptor Dorsey James taking a well-earned rest in his Pickering home studio.



When rain taps the roof of my umbrella
I could be anywhere...on my way
to apple pie with poured cream in London,
hiking through pasture land to Columba Bay
where the undertow clatters rocks
like the rattle of monks’ bones, shaken,*
emerging from the Conservatory on Bloor Street
to headlights opaquely reflected on wet pavement
and the hiss of black tires, like white sound
in a David Keane composition.
Or I might be in my back garden
striding with purpose toward the glisten
of rhubarb stalks and onion tops,
passing cheeky dandelions
and whimsical narcissus,.

*On May 12, 563, St. Columba, banned from Ireland,
founded a monastery on Iona where an Abbey and Celtic
crosses still stand.

Ice skates and sleds
abandoned in corners,
Winter is dying
leaving no mourners
to grieve at its wake
nor weep at the plight
of snow slowly melting
away from our sight.

The season’s tenacious
reluctant to go –
howling defiance
and threatening snow.
Yet it yields to the sun
as the days grow longer

succumbing to warmth
of a foe much stronger.

Finally defeated
it gives up the ghost.
Returning robins
cheerfully boast
the advent of spring,
the marvel of birth
and growing things peek
through the once barren earth.

She appears in new clothes,
pastels and perfumes
the palette she chose
to nourish our senses, 
enlighten our hearts.  
And age can be shed
like your old winter coat
at the laughter of children
jumping a rope.

❧ ❧ ❧ ❧ ❧ ❧ ❧ ❧ ❧ ❧ ❧ 

Please submit your poetry to:
cathyschnippering@gmail.com and I will be
delighted to include it the next ArtScene.
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Charles Fothergill was Pickering’s first 
Artist-in-Residence in the 1830s.
The original of this portrait of Charles
Fothergill was created about 1834, and painted
by Rochester, New York, artist Grove Sheldon
Gilbert. There are two copies of it—one in the
possession of the Royal Ontario Museum, the
other owned by the Pickering Museum Village.
It is believed that a copy was made by a grand-
daughter, Florence H. McGillivray, in the 1890s.
Which is the original and which is the copy is
not known at the moment.

Married to a Pickering woman, Eliza Richard-
son, in 1826, Fothergill, after working in York
(later renamed Toronto) in the 1820s as King’s
Printer, moved to Pickering in 1831, where he
planned to establish a community of gentlemen
immigrants. During his Pickering years, 1831 
to 1837, Fothergill was heavily involved with
promoting the arts in the nascent country.

In his home in Pickering Village Fothergill compiled one of the
first museums in Canada. A visitor wrote of this collection: “Mr.
Fothergill has an extensive & most valuable museum of natural
curiosities at his residence in this township [Pickering], which he
has collected with great industry & the most refined taste.”

Very early in his residence in Pickering Fothergill, with two oth-
ers, proposed to establish the Literary and Philosophical Society
of Upper Canada. For this they applied to the Chief Justice of
Upper Canada to assume leadership, but were turned down, only
to see another similar scheme, proposed by a recent immigrant,
adopted. This society failed, however, to attract a large following
and was soon disbanded.

In July 1834, Fothergill was an exhibitor in what was the first art
exhibition in Ontario. It was sponsored by the Society of Artists
and Amateurs. The portrait shown here was among the works

shown, and Fothergill contributed 16 watercolours, all of which
were painted before his immigration to Canada. Paul Kane was
one of the other exhibitors.

In 1835, Fothergill proposed the establishment
of a Lyceum of Natural History and the Fine
Arts, which was to include a museum (with
his own collection as a base), an art gallery, a
botanical garden, and a zoo. For this he was
promised two acres of land on the Military
Reserve on Toronto’s waterfront. There was
much support for this proposal, with a select
committee strongly recommending it, noting
that “almost every other civilised community,
both in Europe and in the United States of
America, and also the Lower Province of
Canada, places a very high value upon, and
takes a peculiar delight, in cherishing similar
Institutions”, but in Upper Canada we are
“without anything of the kind.”

For a number of reasons the project was eventually abandoned.
Historian Henry Scadding was probably right when he said in
1873 that the project “was probably too bold in its conception
and too advanced to be justly appreciated and earnestly taken up
by a sufficient number of the contemporary public forty years
ago.” In fact, it took almost another 80 years before a similar
institution—the Royal Ontario Museum—was established.

The Pickering Museum Village also possesses three paintings by
Fothergill, created before he immigrated to Canada in 1816.

In future issues of ArtScene, I will be writing about more of the
visual, performing, and literary arts of Durham’s (especially
Pickering and Ajax’s) past years. Next issue: Dr. David Tucker—
physician, classical scholar, and poet.

John W. Sabean is a cultural and intellectual historian, trained in early mod-
ern British and European history, but now in retirement concentrating on
local history. Of special interest to him are natural history and art.

Renaissance
by Cathy Miller, 1976

Streaming
by Bonnie Thomson



Loves Language: A Love Story
by Lucy E.M. Black
Previously published in Silver Sage Magazine

In Gary Chapman’s book, “The 5 Love
Languages”, he posits a theory that each
of us has a natural inclination to express

and receive love
and affection in a
particular way. He
calls each of these
five expressions a
love language. The

five languages include: physical intimacy,
words of affirmation, quality time, acts of
service, and gifts. His thesis suggests that
we need to determine our partner’s love
language and express love to them in a
way that matches their inclination.
Further, he suggests that knowing the
love language of our children and friends
and other intimates helps to ensure that
we are communicating love in ways that
resonate.

Although this sounds like a rather simplis-
tic and formulaic approach to building
intimacy, I believe the book has merit and
have shared it with friends, family, and
colleagues. It provides a way of describ-
ing expressions of love in a way that I
believe provokes useful dialogue.

My partner, for
instance, rises early
each morning and
begins the laundry
while making
breakfast and read-
ing the news. He is
wide awake and

fully charged before I’m even showered.
He runs to the store as soon as it opens to
buy anything he thinks we might need
while I’m still struggling to become sen-
tient. I used to call him my “boy scout”
and tease him about his manic helpful-
ness. After reading Chapman’s book, I

recognized his behaviors as acts of ser-
vice – or acts of love – in a way I hadn’t
fully honored previously.

I love gift giving.
Finding some-
thing beautiful
and wrapping it
nicely and sur-
prising someone
with a gift is a great pleasure for me. And I
have a tendency to shower people I care
about with far too many gifts – sometimes
embarrassing them. I’m the same way
about food. I love to bake and cook, and I
always make way too much and foist the
leftovers and baked goods on friends and
family. Gift giving is my love language,
but I now recognize that it’s not some-
thing everyone is comfortable with.

The other side of gift giving as a love lan-
guage is that I also enjoy receiving gifts.

My boy-scout
partner never
understood why I
made such a fuss
over occasions
like birthdays and
Valentine’s Day.

He has learned over the years that such
expressions matter to me and that I cher-
ish his love letters and cards. He regularly
buys me fresh flowers and finds thought-
ful gifts for all the occasions that I cele-
brate. It has become his way of respecting
and honoring a love language that mat-
ters to me. (Even though I also love that
he does the laundry and the vacuuming.)
And I, in turn, try to find things that I can
do for him as an act of service. I have long
since learned that a gift matters far less to
him then a thoughtful errand or chore.

Our son is a lovely young man who has
always responded positively to words of
affirmation. He receives
thoughtful gifts gracious-
ly, but I have learned that
validation or genuine
compliments, and
expressions of pride and
love mean far more to
him than do gifts or
money or anything else. Recognizing and
honoring that has been important for our
relationship.

Before my mother died, quality time was
the thing she most wanted from me.
Regular visits and phone calls and staying
connected through
focused time with her
was what she craved.
The gift of time was
precious to her in the
midst of my busy life.
Ironically, it was the
thing that was often
the most difficult to
manage. I’m so glad now that I made
those visits and calls a priority.

Physical inti-
macy as a
love language
is fairly
straightfor-
ward. The act
of touching
and caressing
someone you love does not take a lot of
explanation. Something I have learned is
that older people, living alone and in
senior’s facilities, often grieve the loss of
such touching and caressing. A small act
such as hand holding can make a real dif-
ference to someone desiring physical
contact.

My summary of Chapman’s book does not
do his work complete justice. I intended
only to share a small taste and a few
examples of how his theory has played

out in my own expe-
riences. At this time
of year,  love seemed
like the perfect time
to recommend the
book as a way of
provoking thought-
ful discussions about
the ways in which we
express love.

Black is an educator who studied creative
writing and earned an M.A. in nineteenth-
century British fiction. Lucy is a member of the
Writers' Union of Canada. She has published
short stories in Ireland, the UK, the United
States and Canada.
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PRAC is proud
to support

International
Sculpture Day
and hope you
will get out to

see the original
works in

Durham and
share photos
online with
#isday tag.

Let's put
Durham on the
Sculpture Trail!

PRAC has registered Sculptures of Durham as a
self-guided tour with #isday. If you are passion-

ate about sculpture, check out this tag on
Instagram and like the PineRidge Arts Council

posts you see. Let’s let the everyone see and fall in
love with our sculptors and art forms
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The Art Guild of Scarborough  ~ Annual Spring Show
April 1 to 22
The Art Guild of Scarborough is celebrating its 60th anniversary this year
with our 3 annual shows and an event marking 60 years of sharing art
with the community.  Our artists continue to create art in a variety of
mediums including watercolour, pastel, oil, acrylics, ink, sculpture and
mixed media. We invite you to visit our virtual Art Gallery to view some of
their work which may be viewed online starting Apr. 7th at: agsartsale.com

❅  ❅  ❅  ❅  ❅  ❅  ❅  ❅  ❅  ❅  ❅  ❅  ❅  ❅  ❅

Oshawa Art Association ~ 54th Annual Juried Art Show
May 6 to 22 at the Robert McLaughlin Gallery, Oshawa
Deadline for Entry ~ April 8
Open to OAA members and Durham Region residents.
Guidelines and Entry forms can be obtained at:
www.oshawaartassociation.com - or Sandy Mackenzie 905-435-0976

❅  ❅  ❅  ❅  ❅  ❅  ❅  ❅  ❅  ❅  ❅  ❅  ❅  ❅  ❅

Visual Arts Clarington ~ Reception & Artist Talk
Saturday, March 5 ~ 10:30 am to 2:00 pm
Join us in our newest Loft Gallery Exhibition for an artist-led tour and talk
with Joshua Vettivelu as they discuss their exhibition prayers for a word (or
a lack that builds the world.   vac.ca

❅  ❅  ❅  ❅  ❅  ❅  ❅  ❅  ❅  ❅  ❅  ❅  ❅  ❅  ❅

Scugog Studio Tour 2022
will be a Live Tour
Sat. April 30 and Sun. May 1
Until we finalize all the details our
website includes all the artists from
the 2021 virtual tour. Please peruse

our website, follow us on Facebook and Instagram, and sign up for our
newsletter. We’ll keep you up to date on all the creativity going on in our
studios. You may contact artists if you see anything you’d like to purchase.
Follow our virtual tour on Facebook and Instagram

What is SPARK!?

SPARK! is an annual juried art show and competition held at the Ajax
Public Library  for Ajax children from Junior Kindergarten to Grade 8. 
This year, SPARK! will be a virtual art show and competition. We encour-
age all types of art media, including pen, pencil, paint, crayon, pastels,
markers, or any combination of these. 

Submitted artwork will be organized and judged in three categories: 
• Junior Kindergarten to Grade 3    
• Grades 4 to 6   
• Grades 7 and 8  
Artwork can be dropped off at Ajax Library branches or submission by
email:
Tuesday, February 22 – Sunday, February 27
• Virtual Art Show: Friday, March 4 – Wednesday, March 23,
• Online Reception: Saturday, March 26 on Zoom,
• Artwork pickup: Tuesday, April 5 – Sunday, April 10.

Entry forms are available online or at any branch. Artwork must be sub-
mitted, along with the entry form and label, either by email to
rachel.dellepalme@ajaxlibrary.ca or in-person (via dropbox at each branch)
no later than closing on February 27, 2022.
Webpage for the art show on the Library’s website:
https://www.ajaxlibrary.ca/SparkArt
SPARK is held in partnership with the PineRidge Arts Council

Our Visual Artists

Our Performing Artists
Ajax Community Theatre
“Wrong Window”
March 31 to April 9
Thursdays - Saturdays at 8:00 pm
Sunday April 3 at 2:00 pm 
St. Francis Centre
78 Church St. South, Ajax 
ajaxcommunitytheatre.com

Unfortunately Ajax Community Theatre has cancelled "Clue" but they
hope to be able to offer "Wrong Window!" at the end of March.

✯✯ ✯ ✯ ✯ ✯ ✯ ✯ ✯ ✯ ✯ ✯ ✯ ✯ ✯ ✯ ✯ ✯ ✯

Westben Centre
for
Connection &
Creativity 
through
Music  

Westben Celebrates the Return of Live Music in Wide-Open
Countryside July 1 to 31, 2022 at The Barn, Willow Hill 
and the Campfire.

25 concerts of classical, broadway, jazz, folk, pop, fiddle, rock, opera,
comedy and artists from Curve Lake First Nations and Tyendinaga
Mohawk Territory.  
Also performing are Adam Fisher, Barbra Lica, Brian Finley, Caitlin Wood,
Canadian Brass, Carol Welsman, Eve Parker Finley, David Maracle, Joel
Plaskett, Karina Gauvin, Kim Dafoe, Mary Walsh, Michael Kaeshammer,
Natalie MacMaster, Ofra Harnoy, OKAN, Queer Songbook orchestra,
Sarah Lewis, Suzie Undgerleider, Julian Taylor and William Prince

Purchasing Tickets
Phone:  705-653-5508 or toll-free at 1-877-883-5777 
Online: Visit tickets.westben.ca/TheatreManager
In-Person:  By Appointment at The West Schoolhouse, 
6788 County Road 30, Campbellford 

Pickering Museum Village
“Izzy & the Mystery at the Mill”
Drive Thru Tour

March 16, 17, 18
Pickering Museum Village

2365 - 6th Concessions Rd., Greenwood. 905-683-8401
pickeringmuseumvillage.ca
10-year old Izzy is the daughter or local constable, Charles Hadley.  Set in
1830s Pickering, this drive-thru mystery experience is specifically for chil-
dren (and the young at heart!). From your car, work together to help Izzy
find clues to solve the mystery.  Mr. Peak’s freshly ground grain has gone
missing at the local mill. It needs to be loaded on the next ship leaving the
harbour!  Can you help Izzy solve the mystery in time?
The program is done entirely from your car.  Price is $20 per car, not per
person. Tour is approximately 45 minutes.
To register call the museum at 905.683.8401 

“Tea & Talk: Pickering’s Roaring 1920s”
April 30 and May 1 at 11:30 am, 1:30 pm and 3:00 pm
Despite voting itself dry since the 1800s, Pickering was anything but in the
1920s!  Come enjoy a refreshing cup of tea (this is a temperate function
after all!) with a homemade scone and sweet followed by a talk about
Pickering's less-than-temperate decade.
Recommended for ages 12+.  Cost per person is $25 including tax.  
To register call the museum at 905.683.8401.

~ and why not visit our new PMV online Gift Shop 
You can now shop from our online catalog for selected items from our Gift
Shop. pickeringmuseumvillage.ca
The shop features toys and games from yesteryear, some of which have
been handmade by our Woodwrights’ Guild. A variety of prints, cards, books,
candies and beverages are available. You will also find home style preserves
made by our Vintage Victuals, and doll clothes and accessories made by our
Nimble Thimbles.

You will find an ever changing eclectic variety of gifts, and all proceeds
directly support Pickering Museum Village’s operation. We thank all of 
the volunteers who contribute their skills and talents to help make 
this shop a success.
.
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by Gail Lawlor, Pickering businesswoman and
passionate advocate for the arts, environment and
our community.

Gail: How did you get interested in visual arts?
What/who were your early influencers?

Grace:  Art has always been something I’ve
wanted to do. Whether it be in school or in my
free time, it was always my favourite thing.
When I was in elementary school that was the
subject I was most excited for and in high school
I took as many art classes as I could getting my
specialisation high skills major in arts and cul-
ture. When I was choosing a post secondary
path, visual arts was my only aspiration. I didn’t
have any influencers until I was in grade 11 or
12. The more I learned about art the more inter-
ested in artists and the history of the subject.
Andy Warhol, known for his pop art, influenced
me with his explorations of different mediums. I
enjoy mixing mediums and seeing how they
interact with each other. When researching
Vivian Maier, I fell in love with her work and
the genre of street photography.

Gail: What art medium do you prefer to work in?

Grace:  Art is part of everything that I do. If I
could do every
genre I would.
Some days I
enjoy painting
or sculpting
more and others
I would rather
do video editing
or embroidery. I
guess I could say
my favourite
medium is
multi-medium
because experi-
menting and
seeing how dif-
ferent mediums
interact with each other is something I’m very
interested in. I am currently exploring fibre art
and drawing. I draw my photographs and
enhance a single detail with embroidery. 

Gail: Share what you enjoyed most about study-
ing visual arts at University of Ottawa? Perhaps
share a favourite project? 

Grace:  Taking visual arts in uOttawa was a
great opportunity to explore multiple mediums
in an intimate setting. It was fun to learn how
to use a large format film camera or printing a
3D model of myself. Something I am grateful for
from my time at uOttawa was the artists I met.
Crit (or critique) would happen every few weeks
when a project was due. It was stressful the
night before trying to make the deadline but the
next day I was always excited to see everyone
else’s interpretation of the project prompt.
I also enjoyed art history classes. Each semester
we learned about a different time period. Like
most artists, I think, these classes influenced a
lot in my practice. Whether it be trying to

mimic a painting style or using philosophical
theories to influence a piece. My favourite pieces
I did during my time at uOttawa are the ones
influenced by these classes. My multi-medium
painting “The Creation of Illusion”� was influ-
enced by the theories of french philosopher, Jean
Baudrillard. In his writings “Simulacra and
Simulation”� he challenges the idea of religion
and even the idea of reality. In our society today
everything is influenced by another, a predeces-
sor. Is it really real if it has been done before? If
it has been influenced by another, who was also
influenced by those before them.

Gail: What did you enjoy the least?

Grace: It’s hard to pick a least favourite subject
when you enjoy improving in all areas of art.
Picking one, it was drawing class, because I feel
least skilled in it. Even though this was my least
favourite thing I still enjoyed the class and I did
take it voluntarily. I wanted to challenge myself
and knew the only way to get better was to
learn. I did learn and it was a challenge, but by
the end of the class I could see my improve-
ments. 

Gail: Share how your semester in Leeds influ-
enced your art style/interest in pursuing art as a
career.

Grace:  I think my semester at Leeds was the
start of me wanting to make art related to per-
sonal memory and stories. One of my favourite
things is listening to my family members tell me
stories about their travelling. Ever since I could
remember my grandparents would travel the
world together and when they came back we
would go to their
house, scroll
through all the pic-
tures and my
grandpa would
have a story for
each one. It usually
took hours to get
through them all
but I absolutely
loved it. When I
got to Leeds I
realised it was my
turn to take lots of
photos and come
home with a story for each. 

The project I worked on during my semester
abroad was called “Making Memories”. Even
though it was my turn I wanted to make a pro-
ject referencing the inspirations that fueled my
want to travel the world and explore. The pro-
ject was an audio piece with recordings of my
grandparents and parents stories from the past. I
took these stories and sliced them together to
make one new story. This project was the start
of a new theme I continue to use, sentimental
value through memory. My final project of my
undergrad was about the sentimental value of
objects and stories that physical things can hold.
The drawings from the pictures taken creatively
store a memory of my experiences and the
embroidered detail gives value to that object. 

Gail: What does your future in visual arts look
like to you ?

Grace:  My future looks like an exploration.
There were a lot of projects that I did in univer-
sity that I would like to continue working on. I
did not see them ending after my critique. One
project, for example, I took photographs of con-

venience stores at night time around Ottawa. I
would love to continue this project during my
travels, taking pictures of different kinds of con-
venience stores in the places I travel to. I will
continue making new artworks for my business,
Steinhausen Studio, which, conveniently,
involves travelling. With Steinhausen Studio I use
photographs I have
taken on my
adventures and
turn them into an
embroidered draw-
ing. Continuing
the theme of senti-
mental value
through memories,
I embroider a detail
in colour, high-
lighting it, big or
small, that I think
makes that image
stand out. I sell a
limited number of original canvases on Etsy and
prints and other products on Society6.

Gail: Explain your project of note cards featuring
iconic images from South Rosebank.

Grace:  I have lived in South Rosebank my
whole life. My
parents moved
here before I was
born. I have
many memories
of spending my
days at the Rick
Hull Park playing
grounders on the
playset or riding my bike through Petticoat
Creek on a sunny day. I think
South Rosebank is a beautiful
neighbourhood and my series
of embroidered drawings help
me highlight the beauty in
our neighbourhood. One
piece is of the beautiful lady-
bug sculpture made by anoth-
er artist as a tribute to an
important member of the
community. The second is of
the butterfly on the tennis
court fence which was designed and created
with recycled plastic by many members of the
community. The final
piece is of the Rosebank
Road school waving the
Canadian flag along with
the Pride flag, showing
that everyone is welcome.
These three parts of our
neighbourhood represent
how strong of a communi-
ty South Rosebank is.

Gail: Explain a bit about your decision to move to
Germany in relation to pursuing your career in
the arts.

Grace:  In October of 2021, I packed up two
suitcases and moved to Dresden, Germany. It
wasn’t for school or for a job. A friend asked me
if I wanted to join her on this new adventure
and with recently graduating university I
thought it’s either now or never. It was quite a
scary move because it was the first time I was
going somewhere for no other reason than to
live my life. In the past I had moved to Ottawa
to study arts and I travelled to England to study.
Although it is scary, I cannot wait to see what
comes of this move. A lot of my art is influenced
by the places I travel to and making new memo-
ries so I know it will help me work on new pro-
jects and ideas. 

You can follow Grace Steinhausen on:
Instagram: @SteinhausenStudio 
Facebook: @SteinhausenStudio 
Email: steinhausenstudio@gmail.com
Etsy: Steinhausen Studio
Society6: Steinhausen Studio

An Interview with Artist 
Grace Steinhausen
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Timothy Bellhouse
Lynne Bishop
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Susan Brown - Exec.
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Andrea Graham -  Hon.Mem
David Green - Exec.
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Eva Henn
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Hans Schuster
Cathy Schnippering - Exec
Sarah Shaw
Brian Smallman - Exec..
Rose Sood
Raymond St. Jean
Grace Steinhausen
Margaret Taylor
Ramola Vanderhyden
Jasmine Ward
Gwen Williams Exec./H.M.
Sarah Wintle
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A Gift of Art
Ajax Comm. Theatre
Art Guild of Scarborough
Artists of Uxbridge
City of Pickering
Durham Community Choir
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Enbridge Pipelines Inc.
Lemonville Group of Artists
Ontario Power Generation
Open Studio Art Cafe
St. Francis Centre
Station Gallery
Town of Ajax
Town of Whitchurch-Stouffville
Uxbridge Studio Tour
Victoria County Studio Tour
Visual Arts Centre, Clarington
Westben Festival Theatre
Young Singers
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Nesrin Blair
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Bill Boyes
Jennifer Burrows 
Kevin Byrne
Joseph Capo
Lois Child
Maria Ciccone
Karen Coyle
Jayshree Mina Daya
Petra Dettman.
Harper Forbes
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Peter Fritze
Ruth Greenlaw
Amanda Hale
Bill Hamilton
Helen Harkin
Estelle Hawkins
Michaela Helliwell
Julia Hitchcock
Kay Hubbard
Edson Inniss
Nick Januschewski
Sharon Januschewski
Judith Jewer
Anne Johnson
Tony Johnson
Valerie Kent
Andrew Kulin
Romella Kumar
Jacqueline La Frano
Gail Lawlor
Sylvia Le Roy
Beverley Marshall
Doreen McRae
Yvonne Meissner
Joan Mos
Donna Painter
Carolyne Pascoe
Faeron Pileggi
Karen Richardson
Margaret Rodgers
Elaine Saliani
Irene Seetner 

Lis Simpson
June Smith
Ruth Smith
Sharon Steinhaus
Gail Stoddart
Marilyn Talpash 
Jaan Teng
Bonnie Thomson
Alexandra Troop
Sheila Tucker
Gwen Tuinman
Lynn Vegter
Irma Veronneau
Heather Whaley
Denise Wilkins
Gordon Wilson
Phil Wooding

2021 Groups
Arts on Fire Ajax
Ajax Creative Arts
Ajax Public Library
Cathedral Bluffs Orchestra
Cavan Arts
Church of L.D. Saints
Durham Notables
Dur. Philharmonic Choir
Dur. Shoestring Perf.
Dur. West Arts Ctr.Fdn
Galerie Q
Latcham Art Centrer
Lynde House Museum
Monday Morning Singers
Music4Life Ensemble
Northumberland Players
Oshawa Camera Club
Pickering Public Library
Port Perry Artists
Resound Choir
Robert McLaughlin Gallery
Rotary Club of Pickering
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Theatre On The Ridg
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Welcome New Members
• Town of Whitchurch-Stouffville

Renewed Members
• A Gift of Art, Newcastle
• Art Guild of Scarborough
• Irene Bate, Bowmanville
• Marjatta Beasley, Oshawa
• Timothy Bellhouse, Bethany
• Lynne Bishop, Sunderland
• Diana Bullock, Stouffville
• Lucy & Michael Black, Port Perry
• Charles Burke, Whitby
• Durham Comm. Choir, Oshawa
• Dominic Faivre, Oshawa
• Eva Henn, Pickering
• Garry Herridge, Scarborough
• Anne & Tony Johnson, Oshawa
• Wayne Lovett, Ajax
• Ramona Marquez-Ramraj, Pickering
• Judith Matthews, Pickering
• Kirsty Naray, Ajax
• Jan Pettafor, Ajax
• Inese Poga, Ajax
• Mike & Lynda Scholte, Toronto
• Raymond St. Jean, Toronto
• Margaret Taylor, Pickering
• Uxbridge Studio Tour
• Ramola Vanderhyden, Ajax
• Victoria County Studio Tour
• Visual Arts Centre, Clarington

Thankyou for your 
Membership

Members who include their e-mail address on
their application form will receive a Membership

Card attached to their thankyou confirmation
email from PRAC ~ be sure to print it for possi-

ble discounts. You will also receive updates
through Mailchimp. 

This list is not sold or shared.

Membership renewals are 
due every January.

You can also join anytime on-line at
pineridgearts.org/

PRACmembership.html
and pay by cheque, PayPal or

eTransfer

Membership data on
this page updated 

as of 
February 14, 2022 

Thanks to our ArtScene team of proofers: Mary Cook,
Gordon Miller & Cathy Schnippering.
ArtScene will only be available on-line until we are
able to once again deliver hard copies to public places.
Please go to pineridgearts.org and click on the
ArtScene link at the top right.

New Year - new advertising advantages
Now that we are publicizing your events in

both ArtScene and our weekly eNewsletters -
we have revised our advertising fees to make

them clearer.
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