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Sir William Stephenson,
a Man Called Intrepid
• Ruth Abernethy ~ 2021

Whitby’s Central Library
Celebration Square, 405 Dundas St.
Bronze

Sir William Stephenson (1897–1989),
was a Canadian from Winnipeg, an
inventor, entrepreneur, and the epit-
ome of a true spymaster. Stephenson
was pivotal in the creation of Special
Operations for Canada and the Allied
war efforts worldwide. One of his
greatest successes was the establish-
ment of a secret spy-training school
bordering Whitby and Oshawa, On-
tario, known to locals as Camp X.
Stephenson’s story is an important
thread in the Canadian tapestry; a
story that needs to be told.

Fundraising for this commemora-
tive project honouring a Man called
Intrepid is handled by Sue and Bryan
Green along with Camp X expert
Lynn Philip Hodgson. 

The Making of the Sculpture and
the Story of Intrepid
youtube.com/watch?v=-305fiu80TA

For more information on the
Wellesley, Ontario artist visit: 
w: ruthabernethy.com

Len Cullen
• Ruth Abernethy ~ 2019

Cullen Central Park
4999 Cochrane St., off Taunton W.
Len Cullen ~ Bronze 
198cm H x 183cm W x 185cm D

Len Cullen created Cullen Gardens
and Miniature Village (1980–2005). 

The Town’s Cullen Central Park (lo-
cated at 300 Taunton Road West) is
now home to a new bronze statue
honouring the late Len Cullen, a vi-
sionary entrepreneur in the horticul-
ture industry and founder of Cullen
Gardens and Miniature Village.

Gifted to the Town by Cullen’s
daughter, Sue Green, and her hus-
band Bryan—the statue was de-
signed by award-winning Canadian
sculptor Ruth Abernethy and un-
veiled during a special ceremony at
Cullen Central Park on June 22, 2019.

Other sculptures in the GTA by
Ruth include: Glenn; Franklin Chil-
dren’s Garden; Al Waxman; Jeffrey
Baldwin and Till & McCulloch.

Park of Reflection
• Henry Kortekaas & Assoc. ~ 2014

Cullen Central Park
4999 Cochrane St., off Taunton W.

The Park of Reflection is a living 
tribute to all of Canada’s uniformed
service men and women who have
become ill or injured in the line of duty.

The park was designed for
Wounded Warriors Canada, a not-
for-profit organization dedicated to
helping Canada’s ill and injured
Canadian Armed Forces members,
Veterans and their families who suf-
fer from PTSD or physical injuries.

The park’s design represents the
sacrifice those in uniform and their
families have made for the greater
good of so many, both domestically
and around the world. It also symbol-
izes their journey back to health. The
park is filled with symbolic represen-
tations of the experiences the ill and
injured have faced after leaving a life
of service, while also demonstrating
society’s ongoing responsibility to
them in their time of need.

The park’s central sculpture repre-
sents a fireman’s carry into the wait-
ing supporting arms of both the
family and community. The entrance
features depict the trip from order to
chaos back to order with the help of
Wounded Warrior Canada.

For more 
information on
this Pickering
landscape 
architect and
his works, visit: 
w: hkla.ca

Four Directions of
Durham
• Geordie Lishman ~ 2014

Durham Regional HQ
605 Rossland Road East, Whitby
Stainless Steel

Geordie Lishman is a well known
Ajax sculptor with many pieces in the
Durham Region and Toronto.

“Art to me is the physical

embodiment of emotion”
To celebrate
Durham’s 40th
Anniversary
Geordie was
contacted to
create some-
thing to repre-
sent the
community. This
piece illustrates
the pictorial nar-
ratives chosen
by the commu-
nity to represent

Durham’s areas North, South, East
and West on the sculpture.

Each direction is represented in a “D”
North ~ hiking and skiing 
South ~ the lake and lakeshore 
East ~ suburban areas and parks 
West ~ downtown shopping areas.  
To learn more about Geordie and

this sculpture watch:
youtube.com⁄watch?v=QS-_kbJspOM
And for information on the Ajax artist
and his art, visit: 
w: geordielishman.com

We hope you will go out and enjoy the sunshine and
fresh air while touring the impressive art installa-
tions in Whitby. Become a tourism ambassador in

your community. 
For your online list of Sculptures in Durham:

https:///pineridgearts.org⁄forms⁄locations_SculpturesOfDu-
rham.pdf and our online map: https://bit.ly⁄3ukA6cJ

This is part of our Sculptures of Durham series for 2021–22.
If you would like to help us with this collection, please email
me at mary.cook@sympatico.ca locations of outdoor public
installations for PRAC to showcase in future ArtScene editions.

Next month we will feature Oshawa.
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Sculptors featured in this issue
• Ruth Abernethy
• Alfred Engerer 
• Peter Kolisnyk

• Henry Kortekaas & Assoc.
• Geordie Lishman
• Tony Romano



Pinocchio
• Tony Romano ~ 2009

Station Gallery
1450 Henry Street, Whitby
Cast aluminum from olive tree
147.3cm H x 78.7 W x 25.4cm D

As a boy, Tony grew up in a family of
woodworkers and metalworkers and
is fascinated by the ever-changing
nature of objects. His sculptures sug-
gest aspects of his life: a garden, a
sleeping woman, an artist’s studio
with tools and self-portraits. Tony has
created a fantastical realm which is
altogether brave, spiritual, and heart-
breakingly charming.

Olex Wlasenko recalled running
into Tony in Mirvish Village in 2008.

“Tony told me that he took kid classes
at Station Gallery and was taught by
John Leonard, Ruth Read and Peter
Kolisnyk back in the early years. Then
and there, things clicked and that
was the start of working towards
Tony’s show at Station Gallery.”

Tony Romano is a Toronto-based
artist whose practice includes sculp-
ture, film and video, installation,
music and text, in addition to his
partnership with Tyler Brett as T&T.
Romano received his BFA from the
Emily Carr Institute of Art and Design.
He has exhibited nationally and in-
ternationally.

To learn more visit:
w: tonyromano.ca

Neon Installation 
• Alfred Engerer ~ 2006

Station Gallery (in window)
1450 Henry St., Whitby
Hand-blown glass, neon gas,monofila-
ment | 243cm H x 182cm W x 152cm D

Born in Malta in 1952, Alfred Engerer
is a Toronto-based glass and installa-
tion artist and a pioneer of hand blown
neon art in Canada and has been
working primarily in hot glass for the
last 30 years. He studied at Ryerson
University, the Ontario College of Art
and Design, and the prestigious
Pilchuk Glass School in the United
States. His work has been exhibited
in Canada, the U.S. and Europe.

Neon Installation was mounted in
time for the opening of the newly
constructed building into which Sta-
tion Gallery relocated in 2006, and
was constructed specifically for its
window-front location. The work’s vi-
brant colours and sculpturally inter-
twined neon tubes create a playfully
abstract three-dimensional composi-
tion. It can be easily seen from both
inside and outside of the building,
and has become the signature of Sta-
tion Gallery as Whitby’s centre for
the visual arts.

Purchased with the financial sup-
port of the Canada Council for the
Arts Acquisition Assistance Program
and the Walter and Duncan Gordon
Foundation.
w: facebook.com/alfred.engerer.3

Ground Outline
• Peter Kolisnyk ~ 1977

Station Gallery
1450 Henry Street, Whitby
Aluminum, white lacquer
213cm H x 213cm W x 11cm D
Permanent loan from the Queen’s 
Silver Jubilee Collection, the Province
of Ontario.

Toronto born Peter Kolisnyk started
his career as a commercial artist and
making a name for himself with wa-
tercolour. In 1951, he enrolled in the
Western Technical Commercial
School as an art major, where he
thrived. After graduating, he worked
as a catalogue illustrator, eventually
meeting fashion illustrator Anne
Buckley. The two set up a commer-
cial art studio on Yonge Street in
1957; they married in 1959.

Originally installed at Toronto’s
Harbourfront Centre, Ground Outline
was moved to Station Gallery in 2010.

While living in Cobourg his son
Peter Jr. recalled when the royal cou-
ple came to town in the early 1970s,
Mr. Kolisnyk presented them with an
interpretive drawing of Cobourg’s
historic Victoria Hall.

Peter Kolisnyk’s minimalist and
conceptual sculpture explores the
processes of representation and per-
ception. The goal of Ground Outline
is to bring our attention to the sur-
rounding environment rather than to
the object itself. 
Sources:
https://www.theglobeandmail.com/news
/national/peter-kolisnyks-minimalist-
art-had-maximum-
impact/article4294694/

Bust of Sir William
Stephenson
• Ruth Abernethy ~ 2021

Intrepid Park | 2008 Boundary Rd
Whitby
Bronze on stainless steel stand
Approx: 66cm H x 35.6cm W x
30.5cm D

In life, William Stephenson had a re-
markable sense of stillness and an in-
tensity which is sculpted in the face.
The figure portrait presents a split
focus. His gaze is not aligned with
the set of his shoulders. He’s posed
himself as a casual bystander but in
this streetscape he will miss nothing!

Ruth’s interview at Station Gallery
www.youtube.com/watch?v=onnxN-
QEJ774

For more information on the
Wellesley, Ontario artist visit: 
w: ruthabernethy.com
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Sculptures of Whitby
Whitby’s public outdoor art installations 
Photography by: Mary Cook




